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Small plastic marine debris in the Seto Inland Sea
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Small plastic marine debris in the Seto Inland Sea

Shigeru FUJIEDA

ABSTRACT : Distribution and composition of small plastic marine debris in the Seto Inland Sea was investigated at
219 beaches, 10 river sides and 24 sea surface between 2006 and 2008. The average densities of small plastic marine
debris were 48,470 pieces per m? on the beaches, 243,473 pieces per km? on the sea surface and 37,954 pieces per
m? on the riversides. Foamed plastic fragment was the highest density in this area. The densities were 45,833 pieces
per m? (94.6%) on the beaches, 147,752 pieces per km® (60.7%) on the sea surface and 15,727 pieces per m?
(41.5%) on the riversides. Major five items of small plastics were foamed plastic fragments, hard plastic fragments,

tips of synthetic lawn, resin pellets and capsule of chemical fertilizers. They were recognized on the riversides above

the brackish —water region.

KEYWORDS : beach litter, drifting litter, river litter, Seto Inland Sea, small plastic
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