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Preservation and Maintenance of Tsunami Stone Monuments

that Bequeath Lessons to Descendants

Yuki AKIMOTO and Shin-ichi SAKURAI

ABSTRACT : The Heisei Sanriku Tsunami caused by the earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tohoku on March

11, 2011 has led to efforts to learn more about the horrors of tsunamis in the past in order to avoid the same

suffering in the future. The tsunami stone monuments erected by the ancestors, stone monuments with lessons

engraved on them telling how to take refuge, contribute by transmitting awareness of tsunamis to local residents.

Some monuments in different places fulfill their function when natural disasters occur, while others do not, and

local residents have not always abided these lessons. This study, based on fieldwork regarding such lesson stone

monuments all over Japan, investigated the actual situation of lesson stone monuments; some of them were moved

due to the construction associated with widening roads, and others that remained had weathered faces with letters

that had disappeared.

KEYWORDS : Tsunami stone monuments, lesson stone monuments, fieldwork, preservation and maintenance
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