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An Analysis of the Process and the Factors of Fishermen’s Acceptance
of Alternative Ocean Use -The Case of the Fukushima Floating
Offshore Wind Power Mills Verification Project-

Midori KAWABE, Xiaobou LOU and Takeshi HIDAKA

ABSTRACT : This is a case study of the Fukushima Floating Offshore Wind Power Mills Verification Project to
examine the process of fishermen’s acceptance of alternative ocean use in their fishing ground. Four reasons for
their acceptance extracted are; (1) the public interest potentially equipped with the project, (2) the potential benefits
of the subproject “coexistence with the fishery” for fishermen including hiring of fishermen in the monitoring
operation of the fishing ground, (3) the committee system that allowed fishermen participate in the decision making
process, and (4) interventions by experts who were trusted by affected fishermen. The project gained legitimacy as
it was equipped with the elements above and so was accepted by the fishery sector.

KEYWORDS : Floating Offshore Wind Power Mills, Fishermen, Acceptance Process, Factor Analysis, Off

Fukushima
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