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Capturing the representation of rural community from the perspective
of local residents in Okinawan island:
Implication for building social cohesion among locals and immigrants
in rural communities
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Capturing the representation of rural community from the perspective
of local residents in Okinawan island:
Implication for building social cohesion among locals and immigrants
in rural communities

Aoi SUGIMOTO, Hiroaki SUGINO, and Nobuyuki YAGI

ABSTRACT : The regional development of Okinawa has been regarded as an important issue among Isolated
Islands Promotion policy in Japan. Even though the immigration is recognized as one of the effective means to
promote the rural development, the conflicts also have been reported in Okinawan communities. Given such
circumstances, it is urged to understand how local residents recognize their communities including both locals and
immigrants, in order to promote the region’s development. This paper, therefore, aimed to capture the
representation of community from the local residents’ perspective by utilizing the free answer questionnaire, and
to suggest important factors for building social cohesion among them. Text data was collected in Shiraho village,
Ishigaki, and content analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. As a result, we suggested the residents’
representation of community as follows: ideal community keeps developing the “living/natural environment” and
“culture/tradition”, being well supported by the “local governance capacity” and “social relationships”. Based on

the results, the factors for growing social cohesion among residents in Okinawan communities was discussed.

KEYWORDS : representation of rural community, Okinawan communities, locals and immigrants, quantitative

and qualitative text content analysis
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