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Damages in seabirds attracted to fishing lights:
A case of fledglings of the Streaked Shearwater
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Fig.1 The breeding site of Streaked Shearwaters
in Awashima Island (lattice), an operation area of a
fishing boat landed by the fledglings (diagonal line),
and the fishing port in Awashima Island (star).
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Fig.2 Scattered feathers and bodies of Streaked
Shearwater fledglings on a fishing boat anchoring
in the fishing port, presumably killed by domestic
cats after the attraction to fishing lights.
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Fig.3 A domestic cat sitting by a fishing boat with

blood mark around its mouth and legs.
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Fig.4 Swimming positions of a normal individual

(a) and an individual polluted by oil following the
light attraction and landing on a fishing boat (b).
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Damages in seabirds attracted to fishing lights:
A case of fledglings of the Streaked Shearwater

Kazuhiko HIRATA, Sakiko MATSUMOTO,
Masaki SHIRAI and Maki YAMAMOTO

ABSTRACT : In autumn, fledglings of the Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas on Awashima Island,
Niigata prefecture, are sometimes attracted to fishing lights and fall into fishing boats. In this study, we observed
that fledglings that fall into boats suffer three types of damage: 1) transportation to fishing ports, 2) predation by
domestic cats Felis catus at fishing ports, and 3) oiled feathers due to machine oil. To assess the effect of fishing
lights on seabirds, it is necessary to carefully consider damages as well as their falling into the boats. To eliminate
these effects, fishing boats could be configured so that it is difficult for birds to get under the floor. In addition,
rescue activities could be conducted according to the Streaked Shearwater’s daily behavioral patterns (i.e., starting

around sunset).
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